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Singlewell Primary School Mastery Policy 
 

The intent of our Mathematics curriculum is to be accessible to all and to maximise the development of every 

child’s ability and academic achievement. Every child has an equal opportunity to access maths at their 

level and pace and this is catered for through differentiation to enhance a safe learning environment. We 

want children to make rich connections across Mathematical ideas to develop fluency, reasoning and 

problem solving and their taught resilience will enhance and develop these skills. Within (and beyond) 

lessons, children are challenged with “next steps” and extensions, creating a culture, where, within lessons, 

our learners want to be ambitious in all that they access and achieve. Our pupils will learn to apply their 

Mathematical knowledge not only within their Mathematics lessons but also across the curriculum, for 

example in Art, Science, Geography and DT. We want our pupils to understand that a confident 

understanding of Mathematics is the bedrock for Science, Technology and Engineering (STEM), necessary for 

the management of every day finances and a crucial component of most forms of employment. As our 

pupils progress, we intend that they: be able to calculate swiftly and accurately; have the ability to reason 

mathematically; have an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics and a sense of enjoyment 

and curiosity about the subject. 

Curriculum design 
A detailed, structured curriculum is mapped out across all phases, ensuring continuity and supporting 
transition. Effective mastery curricula in mathematics are designed in relatively small carefully sequenced 
steps, which must each be mastered before pupils move to the next stage. Fundamental skills and 
knowledge are secured first. This often entails focusing on curriculum content in considerable depth at early 
stages. 
 
Teaching resources 
A coherent programme of high quality curriculum materials is used to support classroom teaching. Concrete 
and pictorial representations of mathematics are chosen carefully to help build procedural and conceptual 
knowledge together. Exercises are structured with great care to build deep conceptual knowledge alongside 
developing procedural fluency. The focus is on the development of deep structural knowledge and the ability 
to make connections. Making connections in mathematics deepens knowledge of concepts and procedures, 
ensures what is learnt is sustained over time, and cuts down the time required to assimilate and master 
later concepts and techniques. 
 
Teaching methods 
Teachers are clear that their role is to teach in a precise way which makes it possible for all pupils to engage 
successfully with tasks at the expected level of challenge. Pupils work on the same tasks and engage in 
common discussions. Concepts are often explored together to make mathematical relationships explicit and 
strengthen pupils’ understanding of mathematical connectivity. Precise questioning during lessons ensures 
that pupils develop fluent technical proficiency and think deeply about the underpinning mathematical 
concepts. There is no prioritisation between technical proficiency and conceptual understanding; in 
successful classrooms these two key aspects of mathematical learning are developed in parallel. 
 
Pupil support and differentiation 
Taking a mastery approach, differentiation occurs in the support and intervention provided to different 
pupils, not in the topics taught, particularly at earlier stages. There is no differentiation in content taught, 
but the questioning and scaffolding individual pupils receive in class as they work through problems will 
differ, with higher attainers challenged through more demanding problems which deepen their knowledge of 
the same content. Pupils’ difficulties and misconceptions are identified through immediate formative 
assessment and addressed with rapid intervention through individual or small group support.  
 
 
 
 
 



Productivity and practice 
Fluency comes from deep knowledge and practice. Pupils work hard and are productive. At early stages, 
explicit learning of the four operations is important in the journey towards fluency and contributes to quick 
and efficient mental calculation. Practice leads to number facts becoming second nature. The ability to recall 
facts from long term memory and manipulate them to work out other facts is also important. 
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