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Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 EYFS statutory framework.

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. 3 areas, known as the prime areas, are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 
At Singlewell Primary School, we are committed to providing high quality education for the Early Years Foundation Stage, which gives children a secure and confident start to their school life and nurtures a lifelong love of learning.  We are fully committed to the purpose and aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.
Staffing and Organisation

At Singlewell Primary School, we have two Reception classes that have the use of two large classrooms and dedicated outdoor area.  The classrooms have a carpet area and the rest of the space is organised into learning zones which cater for all 7 areas of learning for all children to access.  There are two full time teachers which are supported by three teaching assistants.  Other teaching assistants may be deployed in Reception based on the needs of the children.  

· Staff are organised to support the children in a balance of adult led and child initiated experiences throughout the day.  Most sessions include free flow access to the outdoor area.  Practitioners are aware of the need to be flexible in order to respond to unplanned events that the children are interested in. 

Planning

Staff plan activities and experiences that enable children to develop and learn effectively. 

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. 

In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice. 
The Early Learning Goals are the knowledge, skills and understanding which young children should have acquired by the time they reach the age of five.  There are three prime areas of learning:

· Communication and Language 

· Physical Development

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

In addition, there are four core areas of learning:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the World

· Expressive Arts and Design

At Singlewell Primary School, we deliver a creative curriculum, linked closely with our CARES values and is based around a new topic each half term.  
Our carefully planned curriculum guides how the learning environment will be enhanced in response to the previous week’s observations and assessment of the children.   Our learning challenges change each week and are focused on a story linked to the term’s topic.
Effective Teaching and Learning

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction.

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1.

We encourage the children to play an active role in shaping their learning experiences.  Adults engage in discussion with the children about what they are interested in, which skills they would like to develop further and which resources they need to support their learning.   
We aim to provide an attractive, challenging learning environment that offers high quality opportunities for the children to learn through play, both indoors and outdoors.  There is a range of “continuous provision” available in the classroom, that is designed to offer open-ended, practical learning opportunities.  Children are supported to think creatively and imaginatively and explore how resources can be adapted.  Each week, the provision is enhanced with additional resources, based on the previous week’s observations.

Adult led activities are practical in nature and based on first hand experiences wherever possible.  The children are supported to develop problem-solving skills through open-ended tasks and opportunities to share their thinking with others.  The number of adult led activities that the children take part in increases throughout the year, as their concentration develops.

Observation and Assessment

At Singlewell Primary School, we use a range of strategies to gather information about the children’s learning and development and use this information to ensure that our planning meets the needs of all learners.  During child initiated activities, practitioners make ‘snapshot’ observations on post it notes. Each child has a ‘Learning Journey’ and further observations are gathered here along with examples of work. English, Maths and child initiated work is shown in their learning journeys and class floor books, clearly showing progress.

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of learning and development processes. Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers.

Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). 

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

· Meeting expected levels of development

· Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child. 

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.  

Learning Environment

We aim to create an attractive, welcoming and stimulating learning environment which will encourage children to explore, investigate and learn through first hand experience.  Resources are clearly labelled and organised into learning zones, enabling the children to access them with a high level of independence.  Practitioners regularly evaluate the effectiveness of the learning zones and make adaptations as necessary.  Displays are purposeful and link to topics.  They are interactive and ensure children engage with the environment.
Parent Partnerships

We value the contribution that our parents and carers make to their child’s learning and take every opportunity to work in collaboration with them.  Before the children start school parents visit our school to facilitate a smooth transition for the children, answer parents queries and discuss how they can support them at home.  In the Autumn and Spring terms we hold parents’ consultations and book afternoons. Also in the Summer term we send home detailed reports.  We welcome contributions from home and provide ‘learning journeys’ for children, parents and carers to complete.  

Community Links and the Wider World

Over the year, the children take part in educational visits linked to their topic work.  Film clips, non-fiction texts and artefacts are also used to introduce new concepts in real-life contexts.  We aim to develop the children’s awareness of other cultures by exploring different countries and celebrations.

Behaviour Management

Please refer to the school’s ‘Behaviour Management’ policy.
Safeguarding

Please refer to the school’s ‘Safeguarding Children’ policy and EYFS

Inclusion and Equal Opportunities

Please refer to the school’s ‘Equality Scheme’ and ‘SEND’ policies.

Premises and Security

All access to the school is through the main school door, which is kept locked.  Staff use a fob to gain access to the building and sign in and out. The office staff are responsible for verifying the identity of any visitors before they enter school.  Visitors are asked to sign in to the school visitors’ log and are given a visitor sticker to wear. Staff are aware of their role in challenging anyone who is not recognised and asking for identification from anyone claiming to be from an outside agency. 

The external doors are closely monitored by staff when children are entering or leaving the setting, to ensure that they cannot leave unaccompanied.  All staff are aware of the need to monitor the external doors and gates to ensure that they are secure during the session.  The register is used to check how many children are present.  When moving from one area of the school to another, head counts are used to check that all children are present before leaving.

Arrival and Collection of Children 

Children can enter school from 8:40am.  Parents must accompany the children until the doors are opened at 8:40am.  Each child is marked in on the SIMS.net daily register by the class teacher.  Parents/carers use the external classroom doors when collecting their child(ren) at the end of the school day.  If a child needs to be collected during the school day, parents report to the school office. Children who arrive late must enter via the main entrance and receive a late mark from a member of the admin staff.

Under no circumstances is a child allowed to leave with anyone other than the parents, unless the parent has given written permission. If a child is not collected and the parent/guardian is uncontactable, the other names on the child’s registration form will be called to collect the child.  

Risk Assessments

In addition to the school’s risk assessment, daily risk assessments are completed in Reception to ensure that any hazards are identified and managed before the children enter the classroom. (See EYFS risk assessments)

Complaints 

Please refer to the school’s guidance on complaints.

Information for Parents and Carers

We provide a pack for new parents and carers that includes a school prospectus, information about our daily routines, types of activities provided, staffing and school uniform. The school has a frequently updated website and parents are contacted via the ParentApp.

Transition from Pre-school to Reception

We work closely with our feeder settings to ensure that the children make a smooth transition to school.  We have contact with the settings throughout the year and visit them prior to the children starting at Singlewell.  

We hold a transition meeting for new parents in the Summer term, where we outline daily routines and expectations.  Parents are invited to bring their child to a ‘taster’ session in the Summer term.  

The children start school on a part-time timetable.  After one week, they begin full-time.  Routines such as assemblies and playtimes are built up gradually, with support from the children’s teachers.

Transition from Reception to Year One

In the Summer term, we begin a programme of transition to support the children with their move to Year One.  This involves visits to the Year One classroom, discussion with current Year One children, walks to look at where they will enter school and opportunities to ask any questions about the next year.  

The Year One classroom is organised to reflect aspects of Reception provision, for example by the inclusion of learning zones.  The first half term of Year One is based on the principles of the EYFS, allowing the children to feel secure in their new environment.
Being Active

The children have access to an outdoor area, which provides a range of physical activities, all weather grassed area and natural wooded area; including building blocks, parachute, logs, mud kitchen, bats and balls, agility gyms, bikes  and digging equipment.  They are also able to access the trim trail on the main playground.  

Food and Drink

We provide a snack area in the Reception classroom.  A range of healthy snacks are available, supplied by “The School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme”. Children are encouraged to wash their hands with soap before selecting a snack and taking their own drink.  Practitioners remind the children to remain seated when eating and drinking.  Fresh drinking water is available at all times and in hot weather, it is also provided in a seated location in the outdoor area.

Information about the children’s dietary needs is discussed within initial visits to school.  A list of the children’s dietary needs is available in the classroom and all practitioners have regard to this when putting out food and drink in the snack area or when leading a cooking or food tasting activity.
Illnesses and Injuries

Parents and carers are asked not to send their child to school if they are unwell and to inform the school office of their absence.  Parents/carers are asked to inform staff if their child is suffering from a minor ailment so that appropriate care can be given.  Children must not return to school within 48 hours of a bout of sickness or diarrhoea.

If a child becomes unwell whilst at school, a member of staff will:

· phone the parents/carers, explain that their child is unwell, explain the symptoms noted and ask them to collect their child.

· sit with the child in a quiet place away from other children, if possible, until the parents arrive.

· if the child has had sickness or diarrhoea, explain the policy of a recommended 48 hour clearance of either symptom before the child may return.

In the case of an injury, appropriate first aid will be administered by a qualified first aider. A first aid kit is kept in the Reception classroom and first aid cover is provided at playtimes and lunchtimes.  All accidents are recorded in one of the school’s accident books and signed by the member of staff who dealt with the incident. The staff member dealing with the incident is responsible for completing an accident slip and this is sent home with the child at the end of the day.  Parents/carers may be contacted by telephone to inform them of an injury if deemed necessary.
We ask for written parental consent to seek any necessary emergency medical advice or treatment in the future when the children are admitted to school.  In the case of a more serious accident to a child, the practitioner/school will contact the parent/guardian to agree a course of action if time permits.  If the parent/guardian cannot be contacted the practitioner/school will seek appropriate medical attention or treatment for the child. 

Medicines
Only drugs/medicines prescribed by a registered Medical Practitioner will be administered to children.  Parents should complete and hand in a Medication Consent Form, along with medicine, to a member of staff.  Drugs/medicines must only be administered to the child for whom they are prescribed and all drugs/medicines must be kept in the original container stating whom they are prescribed for and dosage information. Unwanted or unused medicines must be returned to the parent for disposal.  
A record of the drugs given should be made indicating the time, dosage and signed by the person administering the dose.  The child’s parent should sign this each day that medicine is given. 

Training for prescribed medication that is invasive i.e. EPIPENS etc is provided during First Aid training.  If an individual child requires a care plan, this will be drawn up in partnership with parents and the Headteacher.
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