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It is expected that children will be told or shown how to improve a piece of work by a constructive comment at least once a week in both Mathematics and English. In foundation subjects, it is expected that there will be evidence of marking; house points awarded, stamped, stickers on each piece of work but this need not be detailed unless replacing English for the week. Next step marking should take place in foundation subjects at least once a term. It should be manageable for teachers and accessible to children, relating to the learning objectives which are knowledge (to know) or skills based (to be able to). The emphasis in marking should be on both success and improvement needs against the WALT (We Are Learning To):

R-Response to work (house points/ stamps/ comments)
O-Objective- WALT to be highlighted with green dash if achieved or an orange dash if it needs improving
	green


S-Success: Identify examples where learning objective has been met highlighted in
	orange


I-Improvements: One focused improvement ‘next step’ highlighted in 

Time needs to be given for improvements or corrections to be made, particularly in EYFS and KS1. This may be time within the lesson or the following lesson 
A focused response should help the children in  ‘closing the gap’ between what they have achieved and what they could have achieved. Useful phrases could be:
What else could you say here? ( reminder prompts)
What was the dog’s tail doing? Describe the expression on the dog’s face (a scaffold prompt)
Choose one of these or your own…. (an example prompt) 

In Maths the next step may be an additional challenge, highlighted in orange as a ‘next step’, questions to address misconceptions or in the younger years simple number formation. The next step must be moving them on to the next stage of their learning not a repeat of what they have already done.

With writing in any subject, codes can save time and make the feedback more accessible to the child.
Codes
WALT =  Highlight a dash in green or orange to show whether the WALT has been achieved   
NP =      For new paragraph
^ =         An omitted word
I =         Independent
Hp =      House points awarded to indicate success
[image: ]Sp =       Spelling
 V     =    Verbal feedback = speech bubble with a V inside   

· Teachers mark in purple, TAs mark in blue and children in green. Ensure all members of staff are modelling cursive script in the children’s books, on interactive whiteboards and displays
· Ensure children write some feedback with their green pen if appropriate
· Targets to be put in the front of books and completed termly
· Record who marks the work if not the class Teacher, with initials
· Use stamps for any supported work: Teacher Assisted/ T.A assisted.

Secretarial errors
Spelling, punctuation and grammar should not be asked for in every piece of narrative writing because children cannot effectively focus on too many things in one space of time. When work is finished ask the children to check for things they know are wrong in their work and correct with a green pen when they read it through. Independent editing is an important skill which should be taught in all year groups and essential in the Year 2 and 6 moderations. If children make a mistake, it should be crossed out with a single line, some pupils in Y1 and Y2 may require the use of a rubber at the teacher’s discretion.
In KS1, do not correct every spelling mistake – praise good vocabulary and phonetically plausible attempts of tricky words.
Paired Marking
Before the ends of some lessons and as a mini plenary, children should sometimes be asked to mark work in pairs. This should be introduced in KS2 unless younger children are ready for this. The children should be trained to make a positive comment first followed by an improvement. This should be written on post it notes and glued into their partner’s book.

EYFS
At the beginning of the year, work in small groups 1:1, 1:2, 1:3 and build on this throughout the year as children become more independent.
Success:
	green


Highlight the ‘I can’ statement in       if children have successfully met this. 
Next Steps/Improvements:
	orange


In correct one of the following and encourage the children to respond in green pencil straight away and with guidance where necessary:
· letter formation
· number formation
· simple spelling
· correction of sum
Use marking codes when applicable:
O =        Circle around the beginning of a word for a missed capital letter
^ =         An omitted word
I =         Independent
Hp =      House points awarded to indicate success
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Teachers mark in purple, TAs mark in blue and children in green. Ensure all members of staff are modelling cursive script. 
Write a positive comment about the child’s work. 
e.g:
· They could hear initial sounds and write this independently. 
· They were able to independently write the sounds they could hear.
· They recognised numerals…. They could count independently to…

Practical Work:
Take photos for your floor books and individual learning journeys
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a post it with comments about how the activity went
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