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Promoting British Values



All maintained schools must meet the requirements set out in Section 78 of the Education Act 2002 and promote the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development of their pupils.  Through ensuring pupils’ SMSC development, schools can also demonstrate they are actively promoting British values.
At Singlewell Primary School, we value the ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and we teach tolerance and respect for the differences in our community and the wider world. Underpinning all of this, are a range of curriculum topics which have strong links to Britain, both past and present.  At Singlewell we expect all members of our school community to show responsible behaviour, courtesy and consideration for others.  
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy and these values have been reiterated by the Prime Minister since this.  At Singlewell Primary School these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:
Democracy:
Democracy is richly embedded within the school. Pupils have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our School Council, pupil questionnaires, and discussions with members of staff.  Our school behaviour and values policies involve rewards and sanctions; this is shared through all aspects of school life and also shared with parents, carers and children from Reception to Year 6.
As part of election of school councillors, they learn about Democracy.  Each school councillor is nominated and voted for by members of the class.  School councillors meet regularly, to discuss ideas put forward by their classes and how they can help to improve the school further. In previous years, the school council have organised charity events for the whole school and decided on resources and evaluated clubs/activities.
The Rule of Law:
The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are consistently reinforced throughout the school day and through school collective worship time. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. Visits from authorities such as the Police (including sessions on Anti Social Behaviour and E-safety) reinforce this message along with presentations by pupils regarding their class rules during assemblies.
As part of PSHE, each class creates a set of class rules; emphasis is given on the importance of law in the classroom and what would happen if these laws did not exist. Links are made with older pupils, about the importance of laws in society. Year 6 consider the rights they believe they have and the responsibilities they have to uphold in order to have these rights.  Children learn about Parliament and the democratic processes.
During PE sessions, extra-curricular sports clubs as well as sporting tournaments, pupils are encouraged to demonstrate fair sportsmanship; they are taught the importance of needing rules within sport which in turn, helps them play fairly.  The school is often merited with fair play awards due to the children’s attitudes on and off the sports field.
Mutual Respect:
As a school which holds values at the core of its ethos, our school values and behaviour policies have evolved around core values such as ‘respect’, and pupils have been part of discussions and collective worship related to what this means and how it is shown. Respect is one of our values taught explicitly within lessons and collective worship. Children are rewarded for being respectful to one another through certificates and the Special Person Award.  
Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs:
[bookmark: _GoBack]We celebrate the culturally rich and diverse society that makes up Britain; when possible we provide children with the opportunities to learn from each other by sharing and celebrating their different faiths and cultures. Collective worship and discussions regarding tolerance towards others have been followed up and supported by learning in RE and PSHCE. Members of different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning within classes and the school.
In RE, pupils learn about the different religions that exist within British society and they compare the similarities and differences between them. Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Sikhism are all covered across Key Stage 2; pupils are aware that all these religions are practised in Britain and they learn about these, upholding respect for the beliefs of each religion.
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