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Friday 16th January
KS2 SATS Parent Workshop.

Aims:
By the end of the session you will leave with a greater understanding of…
• when the SATs will take place
• what the year 6 SATs will involve
• the format of the test materials (what to expect)
• what it means to achieve the ‘expected standard’ by the end of KS2
• practical strategies to support children’s learning at home
• how and when attainment results will be reported to parents.



SATS Workshop 16.1.26.notebook

3

January 21, 2026

First of all, what are the SATS?
Standardised Assessment Tests.
• They are statutory – not optional.
• All Year 6 children in the country take the same test on the same day. These are sat over 4 days and test the 

core subjects: Maths, Reading, Spelling Grammar and Punctuation.
• Writing is teacher assessed, the children do not sit a test.
• Attainment of all children in this group can be monitored and progress from KS1 can be measured. 
• Data will inform primary, secondary and the government.
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When will the SATS take place?

Paper 1: 45 minutes 
Paper 2: 20 minutes

1 hour

Paper 1: 30 minutes

Paper 2: 40 minutes

Paper 3: 40 minutes

These are sat in 
the morning of 
each day so a 
prompt arrival 
to school is key.
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Where will the SATS take place?

For the majority of our children, they will sit their SATS in our Sports Hall. 
Some children may sit their SATS in a classroom or a small office 
depending on their needs and requirements. 
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What do they look like?

The first paper, on Monday, is the English grammar, punctuation & spelling. 
It is made up of 2 tests:
• Paper 1: Short answer questions (focussed on grammar and punctuation).
• Paper 2: Spelling.
• The two papers combined total 70 

marks.
• Last year, a score of 35+/70 was 

considered as 'expected'
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Paper 1: Short answer 
questions (focussed on 

grammar and punctuation).
(There are 50 questions, 

worth 50 marks).
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• Spellings will be recited by 
either of us. 

• They are said aloud within 
the sentence provided and the 
spelling word is also said in 
isolation. 

• This paper is worth 20 marks. 

lamb

touch

numbered

undrinkable
lyrics

ought

misconduct

glorious

obey

official

unique

puncture

steadily

mechanic

preference

Protein

substantial

scenario

optician

currant
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Reading
The children have an hour to read 3 (sometimes 4!) unrelated texts of increasing difficulty and answer the 

associated questions. A mixture of text 
types are selected (e.g. stories, diary entries, poetry, reports).

50 marks, 1 hour.

Last year 28+/50 
was considered to 
be 'expected'

Children will be expected to: 
• retrieve information (sometimes from a variety of sentences for an answer) 
• infer meaning from a paragraph or from the texts as a whole 
• summarise, compare and give an opinion 
• explain why the author uses particular words and phrases 
• know the meaning of words or predict them using their prefix knowledge.
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Let's look at an example of 
one of the texts within last 

year's reading booklet...
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At school, we have "arithmetic 
Fridays" each week. Each week 

introduces a new focus so that at 
the end of our 14 week block, the 
children are ready to tackle a full 

past paper for arithmetic. The 
children keep track of their weekly 
scores in the back of their Maths 

books.

Maths tests - 1st of 3
Paper 1: Arithmetic (40 marks, 30 minutes). 

Example arithmetic questions:
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Paper 2: Reasoning (35 marks, 40 minutes)

Paper 3: Reasoning (35 marks, 40 minutes)
There are 
a range of 
1, 2 and 3 

mark 
questions 

within 
these 2 
papers.
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Last year, from 
the total scores 

from the 3 
papers, 58+/110 
was considered to 
be the expected 

standard.
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Writing
• The children will not complete a writing SATs test.
• Teacher assessments in writing provide a rounded judgement that is based on our knowledge of how your child has 
performed over time and in a variety of contexts.
• The judgements are made throughout the course of the year against a set of criteria known as the KS2 Teacher 
assessment frameworks.

• These provide a bullet pointed list of what the expected standard looks like for the end of Year 6.
• Teachers will take children's books to writing moderation (with other teachers from other schools and judgements 
are also made by the local authority.
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Working at the expected standard:
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Working at greater depth:
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Science
The children are taught Science weekly.

There is no test for Science, but we do complete 'end of unit tests' at the end of each topic. 

Teacher assessment considers:
• Working scientifically
• Knowledge of the national
• curriculum.
• In-school moderation

Outcomes: EXS or HNM

(expected standard or has not met)
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How are the SATS marked/graded?

• The papers are collected at school, sealed and sent away to be marked externally.
• Results are either 'has met the expected standard' or 'has not met the expected standard'.
• Each child is then given a scaled score that ranges from 80 to 120, with a score of 100 or more 
meaning that the child has achieved the expected standard.

Let's look at last year's grade boundaries...
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GPS
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MATHS
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READING
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How will results be returned to parents?

• You will receive your child's end of year report as usual. 
• Enclosed within this will be a sheet detailing whether your child has 

met the expected standard for Maths, Reading, Grammar 
Punctuation and Spelling, Writing and Science or has not met the 
expected standard.

• Depending on when the school receive the results, year 6's reports 
may be the week later than their siblings in years reception - year 5. 
This is dependant on when SATS results are received by the school.
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How do we support the children at school?
• At school, we have already begun familiarising the children with SATS style questions, including looking at past SATS questions in Maths, 

Reading and GPS. 

• When we begin accessing past papers we conduct our own gap analysis to detect areas which require more input/support.
• Our timetable will be largely revision based on the approach to SATS week. 
• We will hold a practice SATS week (week commencing 4th May) to familiarise the children with the layout of the hall and mirror what 
SATS week will actually look like to them. This usually reduces some anxiety. 
• Visiting our school library and book corners with the children and encouraging them to select a book, to read and to fill in their reading 
records. This is an area we desperately need parental support and engagement with! 
• Keeping our book corners up to date with wish list (and various other!) texts for the children to read. 
• Delivering our Guided Reading and English lessons using high quality, engaging texts.
• 'Arithmetic Fridays' - gradual introduction of concepts to build up to accessing a full paper.
• Using the White Rose to sequence the children's learning of maths, accessing both arithmetic and reasoning and 
problem solving tasks.
• Understanding that the children may feel anxious! Providing daily and weekly timetables so the children know what to expect and when. 
• During SATS week, school will open at a slightly earlier time of 8.30am to give the children the opportunity to have 
some toast together for their breakfast. It is not compulsory but would be a nice start to the morning for the class to 
share together. 
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How can you support the children?
• Read, read, read!!! Build Reading stamina! Concentration on sustained 

reading- high quality texts including poetry. Could you take a trip to a 
local library? Could you make time in your busy daily routines for 

reading?
• Encourage/support learning spellings that are sent home via the Spelling 

Shed.
• Arithmetic – timetables, rapid recall, logging into Times Table Rockstars.

• Reminding your children of the importance of completing their homework. 
Tasks are set to recap the week's learning. 

• Sample materials can be accessed online for free: https://www.gov.uk/
government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-

materials  or CPG books can be purchased (optional).
• Recognise the importance of not taking holidays in the weeks up to (and 

during!) SATS week.
• Ensure punctuality and attendance at all times.
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Slides will be available on the website for you to revisit at a later date.



SATS Workshop 16.1.26.notebook

34

January 21, 2026


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34

